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LATIN AMERICA

Latin America is a combination of countries and dependencies in the western hemisphere between the border of the US river on the northern side and Antarctica on the southern side. Latin America has an area of 19.2 kilometers squared and a population of approximately 642 million people. Latin America consists of thirty-three countries which involve Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Argentina, Belize, Colombia, Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Argentina, Venezuela, Colombia, Peru, Uruguay, Brazil, Chile, Bolivia, Dominica, Barbados, and the Bahamas. That is, it is the entire continent of South America in addition to the Caribbean island and Mexico. Latin America is primarily dominated by Spanish and Portuguese as their primary languages and regionally use Haitian, Creole, Quechua, Mayan, Aymara, Nahuatl, Guarani, and French. Since their independence, many of these nations experience the same cultures, trends, and awareness (Lockhart, 1983). That is, the people of Latin America shared an experience of war and colonization from the Portuguese and the Spaniards from the late fifteenth century until the eighteenth century where they attained independence from Portugal and Spain.  However, they may also experience differences in terms of geography and climates of these countries. For instance, South America contains desert conditions, heavy rains along the southwestern regions, steamy heats along the tropical rain forest of the Amazon basins, and icy cold around the areas of the lofty and Andean peaks that are snow-capped. Moreover, the vegetation differed from grasslands to rainforests, scrubs, thick trees, and mosses. Therefore, the major economic activities of Latin America involve agriculture, industry, forestry, and mining. For instance, nations such as Brazil have large areas that are highly rich in minerals, ores, and other raw materials. These mining activities help in the improvement of the GDP of these nations. Based on (Cepal, 2005), Latin America faced some developmental challenges, thus the implementation of Millennium developmental goals aimed at proposing actions towards maintaining sustainability within the nations of Latin America. For instance, maintenance of peace, security and disbarment and good governance, and international relationships. Therefore, this report focuses on analyzing the historical periods of Latin America, determining the effects of culture on social groups and how they have changed throughout the prehistoric seasons. Moreover, the report analyzes race, gender, sexuality, and politics, and how they reflect the Latin American experiences over the years. 
A historical period is defined as an era that is characterized by some distinctive features or defined from a fixed point or event. The historical periods of the Latin Americans involved the pre-Hispanic roots, the colonial encounters, the modern development period, and the present-day period. These historical periods present the conquests of the Spanish for the Aztec and the Incan empires that led to the major seasons of the colonization of the Latino Americans, between the years 1519 and 1522. The pre-Hispanic roots represented the highly controversial opening. Civilization was complicated and difficult flourished at several places and times such as the Andes and Mesoamerica. This period involved the colonization by the Portuguese Spaniards in the fifteenth century. During this time, the colonist referred to the inhabitants as the Indians. The inhabitants of Latin America had a lot of things in common. For instance, languages were common and were highly innovative. That is, they domesticated plants, they practiced making firearms, horses, wheeled, vehicles, shipping, and alphabet writing. Moreover, during this period, Latin America was highly susceptible to pandemics, infections, and diseases due to their poor immunities. The major religion was Roman Catholicism and Protestantism. The mistreatment of the Indians by the Spaniards led Queen Isabella to order that the inhabitants be treated with respect and dignity. However, disrupting the lives of the Indians led to the criticism and shame of their religious righteousness. That is, civilization had led to the conversion of inferior religions to Christianity. Moreover, this era experienced cannibalism such that human sacrifices were used to show the lack of civilization of the Indians by the colonialists. Therefore, Latin America's rejection of the maltreatment from the conquerors had a major impact on the history of the Latinos. The colonial encounter period involved the adoption of the enlightenment of the cruelty that the Latin-Americans experienced in the hands of the Spaniards due to their desire to acquire wealth. For instance, the Latinos reached the new age of enlightenment that made them understand that the Indians were treated as inferior to the Europeans due to the climatic and geographic conditions. Therefore, Jesuit had let a fight against hostility and the discrediting of the Americans by righting a history of chile showing the variety of species and natural resources that the inhabitants possessed. Moreover, the animosity of the Latin Americans, their sympathy, and their defense showed the world that they could be a source of inspiration and admiration since they had a strong effect on the history of the world.  Before this, the Portuguese had created an empire in Brazil that influenced the treaty of Tordesillas that in turn influenced the production of sugar within Brazil. This is because the treaty of Tordesillas divided the land discovered outside of Europe between the Spanish Empire and the Spanish empire (Rossi, 2017). Since the Spanish were in charge, the native culture of the Latin Americans and their religion was forbidden.  Hey burned the books that taught about religion, gods, rituals, and astrology. Moreover, religious persecution was allowed for over a century until the colonial-era periods that led to the modern development period. It involved nations within Latino America obtaining independence and attaining economic stability. This made it difficult for the Spaniards and the Portuguese to control the inhabitants.  However, these countries still experienced domestic wars due to political difficulties. Therefore, there was a need to inherit cultural diversity and develop political tactics that can create their own identity. Moreover, the borders of most nations were still unstable since most states fought for limited resources. Therefore, in 1880, the US implemented a policy that aimed at defending the political and economic interests of Latin American nations. Moreover, in the late nineteenth century, the formation of the Pan-American Union was established to ensure agreement on certain commercial and judicial issues amongst the Latin American nations and the United States were easily resolved. However, in the mid-twentieth century, the name of the organization was changed to the Organization of American States. Latin America began their immigration into the United States of America in 1492 and their acculturation into the country ensured diversity of cultural values, norms, and traditions. In the present day, the political stability of these nations has increased, and politicians have declared themselves socialists. Moreover, the economic crises have also subsided and the nations have been seen to have good global relations and business activities. They have also implemented economic liberations and conservatism (Bakewell et al, 2009). 
Culture refers to the different features and knowledge that a particular group of people may have. Culture may involve their language, social habits, music, arts, economic activities, religion, and cuisine. It may also involve their laws, customs, and rules. The assimilation of nations of Latin America with each other enabled Latin Americans to acquaint themselves with their values during the Latino American historical period. The Latin Americans were highly known for friendliness, independence, and kindness. Hospitality is defined as the act of getting, accommodating, and amusing guests. That is, the Latinos during the Latin American historical period could gladly give housing and nourishment to traveling outsiders that would pass via the area. Kindness refers to the appeal of being willing and able to contribute funds, time, and possessions for people or a course. The Latino American were guided by the values of Familismo which shows the usefulness of family at all points, personalismo which shows the display of trust and respect, jerarquismo which shows honor towards hierarchy, Presentismo which shows the importance of living in the present, and Espritismo which shows the belief in the existence of both good and evil spirits and how they affected their daily lives. 
They had celebrations such as Fiesta Quinceanera that was held to celebrate teenagers on their fifteenth birthdays and the Dia de Muertos that was a celebration to honor the dead. Their music involves folk music accompanied by tango, salsa, rumba, and mambo dances. These cultures are important because it influences the social groups and socialization can influence culture. For instance, socialization influences the cultural values and norms of a society. Based on (Stanley, 2004), culture enhances the comprehension and understanding of other people in social groups. For instance, the Mexicans and the Brazilians may learn about each other and build effective social cohesion. Moreover, social groups can facilitate the modification of values and preferences to accommodate other cultures. Furthermore, cultures help social groups to create and retain their identity and ensuring citizen participation in social groups through cultural celebrations and events, such as the las Pinatas, las Mananitas, and la mariachis. 
Moreover, culture has influenced the Latin American experience in terms of race, economic class, gender and sexuality, and politics. Latin America has a lot of nations, cultures, and races. The racial and ethnic composition is different in every nation. For instance, most countries are predominated by the European-Amerindian, the Amerindians, and the mestizo ethnic groups. Others may involve blacks such as Jamaica, Asians, Mulatto, and Zambo which is a mixed-race of the blacks ad the Amerindians. Therefore, there are diverse races and ethnic groups that may lead to cases of racial oppression. Racial oppression refers to the abuse, discrimination, or segregation due to skin color or ethnic groups. Whether individuals are aware of it or not, they belong to several social and economic groups that may be dominant over the other causing the less dominant social group to feel oppressed, disapproved, or disadvantaged. Based on research by (Telles et al, 2013), Latin Americans practiced racial mixing to reduce the cases of ethnic and racial discrimination and racial oppression. For instance, nations such as Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, Colombia, and Guatemala endorse structural changes to ensure none are disadvantaged in recognizing cases of racism and fighting against them. That is, they have a comprehension of what indulgence of discrimination might bring to how they relate with each other. Today, the Latin Americans have been distributed to approximately all the locations in the world with major migrations leading to the United States, Japan, Canada, Spain, and Italy. 
Moreover, the Latino Americans were defined by the social and economic activities that they indulged in. For instance, their economic activities involved commercial and domestic agriculture and mining. Agriculture involved the planting of crops are keeping of animals for both domestic and commercial use. The major crop grown was sugarcane that resulted in the development of manufacturing and expanded animal domestication within the farms. The cow animal product such as milk, skin, meat, and cheese were exploited locally and commercially while sheep offered mutton and wool for the growers. Mining involved the removal of useful resources from the ground. However, the major challenge facing their agricultural and mining activities is environmental pollution. Mining activities facilitate the release of unwanted non-biodegradable substances into the environment harming both air and soil, therefore downgrading agricultural activities since toxic air, water and soil are harmful to the plants. 
According to (Quiero-Tajalli, 2013), the lack of continuity in economic policies is what causes economic failures since it scares away potential investors and international stakeholders. Moreover, instabilities in their political status also scare away potential economic activities. Politics refer to the methods of action procedures or activities associated with conducting governmental activities. Political instability leads to the reduction of the per capita GDP thus leading to lower rates of growth, which decreases productivity advancement and accumulation of capital. Effective politics may include diplomacy between individuals, groups, organizations especially when it involves power, conflict, and influence. The reduction in the economic and social inequalities in the 1990s in most Latin American countries shifted towards terrible political structures that led to poverty, underemployment, and inequalities in workplaces. Moreover, the process of liberation of many nations took the bait and switch pattern where citizens are enticed to support certain political events and opinions in an attempt to channel democracy. Due to this, mass protests and demonstrations erupted in most nations to outflank traditional systems. As a result of trying to bypass the traditional system, the social, economic, and political policies needed to be introduced to break the macroeconomic orthodoxy that was characterized by the decisive political breaks (Roberts, 2014). Today, the government has a bigger influence on our culture since it can alter the values, behaviors of the society through the implementation of laws, regulations, entitlements, tax credits, and grants.  Therefore, political culture is important because it shapes the political perception of the people and how they influence the actions of the state. Moreover, gender and sexuality influenced the culture of Latino America during the historic periods. Just like in most parts of the world, gender inequality existed in the Latin American period. Gender inequality talks about the unequal treatment of women and men in social, economic, and political environments. According to (Premach, 2009), social roles are different between the male and the female gender. Sexuality deals with the way people present and express themselves sexually. It may involve biological representation, emotional and social presentation, or behavioral and erotic expression. For instance, domestic works were still predominantly carried out by women. That is, most people still believe that a person's sex contributes to determining what they do, behave what they aspire to be. The Latin American era also had values that have great importance to them. For instance, women were known to do household chores while men went mining, working in fields, and worked in industries. 
In conclusion, the people living in the Latin American area are defined by their economic activities, ethical values, culture, gender and sexuality, political issues, and cultural activities. the historical periods show how the Latin Americans have modified their cultures and accultured other people's traditions from the pre-Hispanic roots to the present day. Moreover, the coming together of the nations of Latin America to develop goals that effectively helped in curbing racial discrimination, ensure political stability, reduced border wars, and fostering effective global relations. Generally, an era is defined by a period and the events and occasions that took place during that time. During, their historical periods, the people of Latin America faced a lot of difficulties from the Spaniards and Portuguese such that they had to ignore their religious values. However, the fight towards attaining their freedom and avoiding discrimination. For instance, the Chicano movement for the Mexicans. 
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